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Appeal Case No. 5356 of 2021 

 
ORDER 

 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 24th  

February 2022 vide which the order in this case was reserved to be pronounced.  

2. The appellant has sought the following information in this case:- 

 

3. Aggrieved, the appellant filed the second appeal before the Commission and 

accordingly, the notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 5 January 2022.  

4. During the hearing on 5 January 2022, the appellant remained absent but has 

sent the submissions vide which he has requested for the information. Also, the  
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Respondent public authority filed the reply vide No. 1036 dated 31.1.2022 and the 

relevant portion of the same is reproduced below:- 

 

5. After consideration, the respondent was again given an opportunity to 

reconsider the matter and directed to file the reply afresh before the next date of 

hearing for consideration. Accordingly, the case was adjourned for 24th February 

2021 when the appellant was again absent without any submissions/intimation. 

However, the respondent-Public Information Officer filed the written reply viz a viz 

RTI application, which is reproduced below:- 
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6. The appellant has sought information in compliance with The Lokpal Act 2013 

Rule 44(2), 44(3) but the said Act has already been amended vide The Lokpal and 

Lokyukta (Amendment Act, 2016 No. 37 of 2016 as per the submissions made by the 

respondent mentioned herein. Also the relevant portion of the submission made by 

the respondent in this regard is reproduced below:- 

 

7. It is also a fact on record that the appellant has not filed any rejoinder till date 

after the submissions made by the respondent which were sent to him along with 

the order on 31.1.2022. He was also updated telephonically and asked to file the 

rejoinder, if any, in this case. Despite that, the appellant failed to attend the hearing 

on 24.2.2022. Also, the appellant has not sent any submissions from which it appears 

that he is satisfied with the reply given by the respondent and has nothing to say in 

this regard.  

8. In LPA No. 1737 of 2015 (O&M) Manjit Singh Vs State Information 

Commissioner, Punjab and Others (DOD 4.12.2015) the Hon’ble Court has held that 

“Information sought is vague, indefinite and is a fishing enquiry. The information has 

to be specific, which can be sought and supplied. The fishing enquiry is not intended 

to be a subject matter of the Right to Information Act, 2005 as has been sought by 

the appellant in the titled case. 
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9. After going through the submissions made by the parties and keeping in view 

the above, the submissions made by the respondent-Public Information Officer are 

hereby accepted. As such, no directions are being issued to the respondent public 

authority as per the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. However, in public interest, the 

property returns of the officers/officials (Group ‘A’ and Group ‘B’) of the Revenue 

Department which are not available in the public domain should have been there. It 

is also pertinent to mention that the property returns of the officers (Group ‘A’ and 

Group ‘B’) related to All India Services are available in the public domain. Since the 

twin objective of the RTI Act, 2005 is to ensure accountability & transparency in 

public dealings/affairs, this order is being sent to the Chief Secretary, 

Punjab/Financial Commissioner Revenue, Punjab along with the case file to consider 

the matter and take appropriate action.  

10. With these directions, the case is disposed of and closed.  

       sd 

Dated: 17.3.2022    (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
                Punjab 
CC 
 
Sh. Anirudh Tiwari, IAS 
Chief Secretary, Punjab 
Punjab Civil Sectt-1, 
Chandigarh. 
 
Sh. V.K. Janjua, IAS 
Financial Commissioner (Revenue) 
Punjab Civil Sectt-1, 
Chandigarh. 
 


